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Preface 

 
This book originated from my Master's thesis at Metropolitan University in 

Budapest, where it was first developed within a strict academic setting. After moving to 

Austria, I encountered new cultural perspectives that prompted a thorough re-evaluation 

and expansion of my thesis, resulting in this scholarly work. In this study, I delve into 

the complex relationships among culture, religion, and communication, highlighting 

their essential role in shaping social identities. I examine how culture and religion 

influence human subjectivities, illustrating how individuals are formed into collective 

groups.  

 

Religion, often seen as a fundamental aspect of human culture, is also 

influenced by cultural frameworks. Discussions about religious beliefs and cultural 

practices often spark heated debates, especially regarding religious identity. Biblical 

teachings on gender significantly impact intercultural communication, serving as crucial 

elements in this dialogue. The performative nature of social identities goes beyond 

simple representation, involving a rich tapestry of symbolic markers that create varied, 

decentralized meanings. Within this context, essentialist ideologies play a significant role 

in shaping gender. This book offers a critical examination of gendered constraints, 

focusing on how power dynamics are gendered and the influence of religious ideologies 

in defining and regulating gender norms. It provides an in-depth look at the human 

experience, particularly the intricacies of religious rituals and the gender norms they 

uphold.  

 

Through this work, I encourage readers to investigate the intersections of 

culture, religion, and communication, aiming to challenge oppressive structures and 

foster a more inclusive society. I hope this exploration will spark transformative 

discussions and actions in the quest for social justice. 
  

 

Ozan Can Yılmaz 

   Vienna, 2021
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CHAPTER ONE 

Identity and Communication as Intersectional Performances 

“Maybe the target nowadays is not to discover what we are but 

to refuse what we are. We have to promote new forms of 

subjectivity through the refusal of this kind of individuality 

which has been imposed on us for several centuries” (Foucault 

216). 
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CHAPTER TWO 

 

Theories of Communication, Culture & Identity 

 

A. Re-reading of Communication Theories 
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B. Gender and Identity 
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CHAPTER THREE 

 

Biblical Narratives of Gender 

 

“So, God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 

him; male and female he created them.” (Genesis 1:27) 
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“The world is covered with signs that must be deciphered, and those 

signs, which reveal resemblances and affinities, are themselves no more 

than forms of similitude. To know must therefore be to interpret: to find 

a way from the visible mark to that which is being said by it and which, 

without that mark, would lie like unspoken speech, dormant within 

things” (Foucault 375–380). 
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1. Institutionalized Interruptions 

 

“Christianity taught us to see the eye of the lord looking down upon us. Such 

forms of knowledge project an image of reality, at the expense of reality itself. They 

talk figures and icons and signs, but fail to perceive forces and flows. They bind 

us to other realities, and especially the reality of power as it subjugates us. 

Their function is to tame, and the result is the fabrication of docile and obedient 

subjects.” — Gilles Deleuze, Anti-Oedipus: Capitalism and Schizophrenia 
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2. Scriptural Subjugations: Immaculate Conception of Gender 

“Vergine Madre, figlia del tuo figlio,”
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3. Biblical Manhood & Masculinities 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

 

Fragmented Narratives 

 

“We argue that gender is not a set of traits, nor a variable, nor 

a role, but the product of social doings of some sort. What then 

is the social doing of gender? It is more than the continuous 

creation of the meaning of gender through human actions. We 

claim that gender itself is constituted through interaction” 

(West et al. 127). 
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1. Convergence as Coercion 

 

“Femininity is imposed for the most part through an unremitting discipline that 

concerns every part of the body and is continuously recalled through the 

constraints of clothing or hairstyle.” (Bourdieu 23) 
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2. Feminist Interventions 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

 

Subjugated Subjectivities 
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